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Seminar paper from the year 2011 in the subject Literature ‐ Basics, grade: 3,0, University of Kassel, course: Literaturwissenschaften ‐
Education and Drama, language: English, abstract: Surrounded by traditions and habits of mind and action, working‐class people have
never received the chance to realize their potential. The working‐class is defined by the relation of the status to manual occupations and
limits economic standing as well as cultural ties and shared views ﴾Roberts 3‐4﴿. The peoples life, therefore, is prefabricated and follows
strict traditions and habits. When Roberts says that working‐class women had learned when young that their place was in the home and
that it was accepted by all that the ultimate resposibility for the home was theirs, ﴾Roberts 125﴿ it becomes obvious that, for example, the
womens task is restricted to the kitchen work, the household, and to raising the children. Women know from their childhood that to fulfill
these tasks is their destiny and because of missing possibilities and the argument of traditional habits, hardly lots of women and men are
trying to escape from these circumstances. Traditions and conventions in this context can also be seen as external influences that restrains
individuality. Being a member of the working‐class means contribution and passing on a tradition. Furthermore, working‐class members
feel a certain kind of repletion according to material needs which keeps them from changing the status quo. Status quo should be defined
as the situation as it is now, or as it was before ﴾Oxford 1500﴿. Being different from somebody else, i. e. in this case from the community, is
not accepted. A person always has to be a member of the group and act like one, whereas individuality is deprecated by the others ﴾Kugler‐
Euerle 92﴿. Since education is seen as useless and in contrast to the conventions, educated people distinguish themselves from the
community as a whole. The following will be focused on the term Ed
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